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Experts
disagree on
marriage
promotion

Bush plan has
flaws, some say

By TAMAR LEWIN
The New York Times

PHOENIX —There is a lot of earnest
nodding as Leo Godzich tells the seven
couples in his premarital education
class how important it is to enter into
marriage knowing each other’s financ-
es, sharing assets and agreeing on their
budget priorities.

It is a mixed group, this premarital
class at the Phoenix First Assembly of
God. Some are members of the church,
but most are not. Some have their wed-
dings planned, while others are just be-
ginning to explore marriage. Most are
middle class, but some are eligible for a
subsidy through the state welfare pro-
gram, which hasbudgeted $1 million for
initiatives to promote marriage — much
as President Bush proposes to do, to the
tune of $1.5 billion, in the welfare re-au-
thorization bill.

y such programs already exist,
t government backing. Duri

decade, marria%:e education has
oomed, in churches, community
»colleges and even high schools.
hat there is not is solid evidence

1

that siich efforts can bring down the na-
;iorrgs ivorce rate, which was projected
at

y 50 percent by the Census Bu-
002.

Bush administration’s plan to

use federal money to foster healthy
marriages among low-income families,
first announced two years ago, has
drawn considerable fire. While there is

. Some see such efforts as intrusive
meddling in a purely private aspect of
ﬁ}e. Others worry that marriage promo-
tionc uld push women to enter into, or
stay in, marriages with abusive men.
Andmany advocacy groups concerned
with poverty say that what low-income
womef} need is not marriage education-
,but jobs, training, education and child
care. The Bush administration has it
ward, they say: self-sufficiency
5 ko healthy marriages, not the
other way around.

There are other concerns, too. The
1996 Federal Defense of Marriage Act
marriage as a man-woman

d with gay marriage emerging
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ral program, to get some re-
h in oult)comes and what works.”
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