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Experts
disagree on
marriage
promotion
Bush plan has
flaws, some say

ByTAMARLEWIN
The New YorkTimes

PHOENIX—There isa lotofearnest
nodding ^ Leo Godzich tells the seven
couples in his premarital education
class how important it is to enter into
marriage knowing eachother*s financ
es, sharingassets and agreeingon their
budget pnorities.

It is a mixed group, this premarital
class at the Phoenix First Assembly of
God. Some are members ofthe church,
but mostare not.Somehavetheirwed-
dings planned, while others are just be-
gi^ng to explore marriage. Most are
middle class, but some are eligible for a
subsidy through the state w^are pro-
gr^,whichhasbudgeted$1 millionfor
mitiatives topromotemarriage—much
as PresWent Bi^hproposes to do, to the
tuneof$1.5 billion, in thewelfarere-au-
thorizationbill.
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ly suchprograms akeadyexist,
it government backing. During
decade,marriage educationhas

oomed, inchuroies, community
s,colleges and evenhi^schools,
at there is not is solid evidence
ich efforts canbringdownthe na-

Î orce rate, whichwas projected
l^y50 percentby the Census Bu-

2002.
Bush administration's plan to

ideral money to foster healthy
igesamong low-income families,
nnounced two years ago, has
considerable fire. While there is
isus among family experts, con-
ive and liberal, that two-parent
lolds give children thestrongest
lereissharp disagreementabout
lent invoWement in promoting

le see such efforts as intrusive
ig in a purely private aspectof
lers worrythat marriagepromo-
ild pushwomento enter mto, or

1, marriages with abusive men.
my advocacygroups concerned
ivertysay that what low-income
need is not marriage education
's, training, education and child
he Bush administration has it
ard, they say: self-sufficiency
;0 healthy marriages, not the
jay around.
re are other concerns, too. The

leral Defense of Marriage Ad:
s marriage as a man-woman
id with gaymarriage emerging
[ge issue with voters, some see
ih administration's marriage-
m initiative as a sop to conser-
pushing for a stronger stance
|same-sex marriage.
>erprpgramsactualfypip^
ble mamag^isiiiokn^^
is all still e3q)erimental,"God-
1. "Thafs one reason we need

teral program, to get some re
in outcomes and what works."


